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New York State implemented the FBI’s 
expanded definition of rape in 2015; this 
resulted in an uptick in violent crime and 
reported rapes in that year compared to 
prior years. As a result, caution should be 
used when citing or interpreting any 
percentage changes between rapes 
reported in 2015 and any subsequent 
year, to those reported in 2014 and 
earlier.  
 

 
The FBI made the change to more 
accurately reflect the scope and volume 
of sexual assaults nationwide. Before the 
implementation, those offenses would 
have been classified by the FBI and state 
as Part II sex offenses. 
 

  
This report compares Index and violent 
crime over the 10-year period from 2014 
through 2023, but it does not include 
percentage change comparisons 
between rape statistics reported in 2023 
to 2014 statistics because of the 
expanded definition. 
 

 
Index crime data and dashboards, tables 
and trends are available at 
www.criminaljustice.ny.gov - click 
“Statistics” to explore the data. 

Index crime volume in New York State increased 4 
percent in 2023 compared to 2022, with 440,305 
Index crimes reported. This was driven by a 7 percent 
increase in property crimes, resulting from a 
significant spike in motor vehicle theft (+43%) and 
increase in larceny (+5%). All four violent crime 
categories decreased, with the largest declines in 
murder (-15%) and assault (-8%). 

The state’s index crime rate increased by 8 percent       
when comparing 2014 and 2023. During this period, 
the violent crime rate rose by 10 percent and there 
was a 7 percent increase in firearm-related homicides 
(see page 4 for additional details). These increases 
mirrored national trends. 

New York State and the FBI use seven Index crime categories as indicators of overall crime trends: 
murder, rape, robbery and aggravated assault, which are classified as violent crimes, and the property 
crimes of burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft. The FBI created these categories to allow for uniform 
crime reporting across all 50 states. Police departments and sheriffs’ offices report Index crime to the 
Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) through the Uniform Crime Reporting and Incident-Based 
Reporting programs. This report details 2023 Index crime trends in New York State, its two regions (New 
York City and Non-New York City, the 57 counties outside of the five boroughs), and each of the 62 
counties. This report also details Index crime rates per 100,000 population statewide and by county and 
region. DCJS uses county population data from the FBI, which is based on U.S. Census estimates, to 
calculate crime rates.  
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Index crime decreased steadily for five 
consecutive years beginning in 2014 and 
reached historic lows in 2019. Crime    
levels remained stable through 2020 and 
2021 before increasing sharply in 2022, 
and by 4 percent when comparing that 
year to 2023.  
 
In comparison to 2014, there were 30,101 
more crimes reported statewide (+7%) in 
2023.    
 

Change in Crime Volume: 2014 vs. 2023 

Regional Trends in Crime: 2014 to 2023 

 
 

Comparing Index crimes in 2023 to 2014 in the 
state’s two regions, reported crime in  
Non-New York City decreased by 32,911 
crimes (-15%), while New York City saw an 
increase of 63,012 crimes (+34%) reported. .    

 

In 2023, total crime volume in Non-New York 
City was lower than New York City for the fifth 
year in a row.  

 

 

 

 

While reported violent crime remained  
stable in Non-New York City, the five boroughs 
experienced a 13 percent increase in violent 
crime in 2023 compared to 2014 despite a  
decreasing in 2023 as compared to 2022. 

 

As noted, the state’s implementation of the 
FBI’s expanded definition of rape resulted in 
an increase in violent crime in both regions 
from 2014 to 2015. This change resulted in 
3,162 additional crimes being classified as 
rape in 2023; prior to the change, those     
offenses would have been classified by the 
FBI and state as Part II sex offenses.  
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The number of Index crimes reported in New 
York State increased by 4 percent in 2023  
compared to the previous year.  
 
 
 
 

Violent crime decreased by 7 percent with    
decreases in all violent categories: murder       
(-15%), aggravated assault (-8%), rape (-6%) 
and robbery (-5%).  
 
 
 
   

Property crime increased by 7 percent, with  
increases in motor vehicle theft (+43%) and 
larceny (+5%). Motor vehicle theft comprised 
11 percent of all property crimes reported in 
2023. Burglary decreased (-5%).     

Statewide Crime Trends: 2022 vs. 2023 

Regional Crime Trends: 2022 vs. 2023 
 

New York City 

Index crimes rose 4 percent in 2023 versus 
2022, driven by a 9 percent increase in property 
crime. Violent crime declined 9 percent.  
 

All four violent crime categories decreased   
compared to the previous year: aggravated   
assault (-11%), murder (-8%), robbery (-5%), 
and rape (-2%).  
 
 
 

The increase in property crime is attributable to 
a spike in motor vehicle theft (+28%). Larceny 
crime also rose 9 percent, while burglary  
decreased 6 percent. 
 

 

 

 

 

Non-New York City 

Index crimes increased 3 percent in 2023  
compared to 2022 due to a 4 percent increase 
in property crime that was driven solely by a 59 
percent increase in motor vehicle thefts. 
Burglary decreased (-4%) and larceny counts 
were stable.  
 

Violent crime decreased 4 percent, with  
decreases in murder (-24%), rape (-10%),    
robbery (-4%) and aggravated assault (-2%). 

Appendix 3 lists crime rates by county for 2023 
and Appendix 6 details crime counts by county 
for 2022 compared to 2023. 
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Regional Trends in Violent Crime by Firearm: 2019 vs. 2023 

In New York City, the number of violent crimes involving firearms increased when comparing 2023 to 2019 
(6,697 vs. 4,305). There was a 26 percent decrease in 2023 compared to 2022, when 9,062 crimes by  
firearm were reported.  
 

Violent crimes involving a firearm outside of New York City increased 18 percent in 2023 as compared to 
2019 (4,257 vs. 3,607). In 2023, there was a 13 percent decrease in violent crimes by firearm compared to 
2022 (4,257 vs. 4,872).  See Appendix 4 for more details. 

Regional Trends in Homicide: 2014 through 2023 
In 2023, total homicides and firearm-related homicides in New York State decreased for the second year in a 
row. Statewide, there were 669 homicides, a 15 percent decrease compared to 2022.  
 

Homicides and other index crimes reported annually from 2000 through 2023 are available online. 
 

 

Reported homicides in New York City decreased 8 percent (402 vs. 438) and declined 24 percent (267 vs. 
353) in Non-New York City. When comparing 2023 to 2014, homicides statewide increased 9 percent (669 vs. 
616). 
 

Regionally, homicides increased 21 percent (402 vs. 333) in New York City and decreased nearly 6 percent 
(267 vs. 283) in Non-New York City when comparing 2023 to 2014.  
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Appendices 1 through 6 
 

Data Source: DCJS Uniform Crime Reporting file; includes all reports received by the agency 
as of October 21, 2024.  
 
The increase in violent crime and rape between 2014 and 2015 is attributable to New York 
State’s implementation of the FBI’s expanded definition of rape. 
 
Appendix 6 shows index crime by county for 2022 and 2023 and the percent change in crime 
volume between those two years. Reported crime by each agency located within the state’s 
62 counties also is available on the DCJS website. 
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Note: The increase in violent crime and rape between 2014 and 2015 is attributable to New York State’s implementation of the FBI’s  

expanded definition of rape.  

Appendix 1 
New York State Index Crime Counts and Rates per 100,000 Population: 2014-2023 

Appendix 2 
New York State Index Crime Summary by Region: 2014-2023 
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Appendix 3 
New York State Index Crime Summary by County: 2023 

Rates per 100,000 Population 
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Appendix 4 
Violent Crime by Firearm 

2019 - 2023 

2022-23 2019-23
Violent Crime 47,821 47,959 53,364 61,293 55,988 -9% 17%
   Firearm Related 4,305 6,442 7,870 9,062 6,697 -26% 56%
   Percent Firearm Related 9% 13% 15% 15% 12%

Murder 319 468 488 438 402 -8% 26%
   Firearm Related 163 299 339 259 212 -18% 30%
   Percent Firearm Related 51% 64% 69% 59% 53%

Rape 2,770 2,253 2,460 2,619 2,575 -2% -7%
   Firearm Related 17 22 15 18 17 -6% 0%
   Percent Firearm Related 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

Robbery 13,396 13,182 13,909 17,433 16,618 -5% 24%
   Firearm Related 1,679 2,070 2,424 3,730 2,672 -28% 59%
   Percent Firearm Related 13% 16% 17% 21% 16%

Agg Assault 31,336 32,056 36,507 40,803 36,393 -11% 16%
   Firearm Related 2,446 4,051 5,092 5,055 3,796 -25% 55%
   Percent Firearm Related 8% 13% 14% 12% 10%

2022-23 2019-23
Violent Crime 22,089 22,756 23,208 23,830 22,942 -4% 4%
   Firearm Related 3,607 4,684 4,915 4,872 4,257 -13% 18%
   Percent Firearm Related 16% 21% 21% 20% 19%

Murder 248 372 399 353 267 -24% 8%
   Firearm Related 140 246 256 239 160 -33% 14%
   Percent Firearm Related 56% 66% 64% 68% 60%

Rape 3,889 3,409 3,860 3,569 3,228 -10% -17%
   Firearm Related 17 18 18 23 7 -70% -59%
   Percent Firearm Related 0% 1% 0% 1% 0%

Robbery 4,680 4,366 4,176 4,582 4,397 -4% -6%
   Firearm Related 1,301 1,243 1,182 1,323 1,062 -20% -18%
   Percent Firearm Related 28% 28% 28% 29% 24%

Agg Assault 13,272 14,609 14,773 15,326 15,050 -2% 13%
   Firearm Related 2,149 3,177 3,459 3,287 3,028 -8% 41%
   Percent Firearm Related 16% 22% 23% 21% 20%

New York City

Non-New York City

% Change

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
% Change

2020 2021 2022 20232019
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Appendix 5 
Homicides and Homicides by Firearm 

2014 - 2023 



Office of Justice Research & Performance 10 Division of Criminal Justice Services 

                                                                           
Appendix 6 

New York State Index Crime Summary by County 
2022 vs. 2023 
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Appendix 6 

New York State Index Crime Summary by County 
2022 vs. 2023 
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Appendix 6 

New York State Index Crime Summary by County 
2022 vs. 2023 
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Appendix 6 

New York State Index Crime Summary by County 
2022 vs. 2023 
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Appendix 6 

New York State Index Crime Summary by County 
2022 vs. 2023 
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Appendix 6 

New York State Index Crime Summary by County 
2022 vs. 2023 


